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YOU KNOW, ANY WAYY LOOK AT IT , THE APOSTLE PAUL WENT THROUGH SOME 

VERY TOUGH T TIMES, I MEAN, HERE WAS A MAN WHO HAD LOFTY I DEALS AND HIGH 

ASPIRATIONS. HERE WAS A MAN WHO HAD TRAVELLED THE ENTIRE TRACK OF THE 

KNOWN EMP I f;E, HERE'S .A. MAN \A/HOSE NAME WAS RENOWNED IN EVERY MAJOR CI TY 

OF HIS DAY, HERE \1AS A MAN WHO STOOD BEFORE GOVERNORS Aim KINGS AND 

PRINCES AND EMPERORS,, 

HERE \'/AS A MAN WHO WAS ABLE TO PUT TO SHAME THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE 

SC!~LARS AND THEIR RENOWN LEARNED OF THE DAYJ BECAUSE OF HIS GREAT WIS­

DOM, HERE WAS A MAN WHOSE MESSAGE IMPACTED AND CHANGE~ THE VERY COURSE 

OF CIVILIZATION, 

BUTJ WHEN YOU COME TO THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS HERE WAS A MAN WHO 

WAS IN PR I SON, THE TIME THAT HE 'tmOTE TH IS BOO KJ PROBABLY BETWEEN SOME­

\1HERE 61 A,D,, AND 64 A,D, HE WAS CHAINED TO A PALACE GUARD AND PROBABLY 

WHAT v{AS A RENTED APARTMENT, THAT GUARD WAS CHANG Ev EVERY SIX HOURS AND 

A NEW GUARD 't/AS COMING TO TAKE HIS PLACE. 

~1HEN YOU BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND THAT) YOu SEE THAT IT WAS UNDER THAT 

KIND OF DURESS) THAT OVER HALF OF THE EPISTLES) THAT PAUL WROTE) WERE 

WRITTEN IN PRISON, HE WAS LET LOOSE FROM THAT PRISON AND FROM THAT PALACE 



GUARD IN ABOUT 65 A,D, 
\' 

AND THEN HE WAS - LOOSE FOR ABOUT A YEAR1 AND HE WENT BACK TO PR I SON AGAIN, 

THIS T IME1 HE WAS PUT IN THE DUNGEON, THE DU MG EON v~AS UNDERGROUND, THERE 

WAS NO ENTRANCE OR EXIT1 BUT A TWO-BY-TWO KIND OF HOLE HJ THE TOP, NO 

WINDOWS1 ~O DOORS1 NO VENTILATION, NO CHAIRS1 NO BED1 NO KIND OF DESK, 

NO KIND OF FURNITURE,, NOTHING BUT THE DAMPNESS AND THE DARKNESS OF THE 

STONE WALLS, 

BUT1 HERE IT IS1 THIS SAME MAM WHO WRITES TO TIMOTHY AND II TIMOTHY1 

CHAPTEq FOUR 1 VERSES SIX TO EIGHT, AND OUT OF THAT CIRCUMSTANCE1 SAYS1 "I'M 

NOW READY TO BE OFFERED THE TIME OF MY DEPARTURE IS AT HAND, I'VE 

FOUGHT A GOOD FIGHT1 I FINISHED THE COURSE1 I
1
VE KEPT THE FAITH, HENCEFORTH1 

THERE'S A CROWN OF LIFE LAID UP FOR ME1 WHICH THE LORD1 THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE 

SHALL GIVE f'1E AT Tl:lAT DAY 1 1 Bur NOT FOR ME ONL Y1 BUT FOR ALL OF THOSE THAT 

LOVE HIS APPEARING," 

rwvJJ WE HAVE TO ASK OURSELVES} HOW COULD A MAN1 UMDER THOSE CIRCUM­

STANCES AND THAT SITUATION1 POSSIBLE WRITE A LETTER AND SAY TO THE PEOPLE1 

TO WHOM HE \JlAS WRITING,, REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS1 AND AGA1N 1 I SAY RE-

JOICE, SOME HOW OR OTHER 1 \·LE HAVE TO UNDERSTMJD1 THAT Tf:lE APOSTLE PAUL 

GOT A CASE FOR SPIRITUAL SECURITY, 

HERE h'AS A MAi~ l"lHO \t-lAS SECURE IN EVERYTHING ABOUT HIM, HE WAS SECURE 

HJ HIS RELAT[ONSHIP TO GOD, . HE vlAS SECURE m HIS RELATIONSHI.P TO THE WORLD, 

HE WAS SECURE I.N HTS RELAT10NSIHP WITH HIS PEERS AND THE OTHER PEOPLE WITH 

V/HOM HE HAD INTERACTION• HE WAS SECURE WITH IN HIMSELF, AND BECAUSE OF 

THAT SECURITY I HE WAS ABLE TO HANDLE ANYTHING THAT CAME HIS 'flA Y, 

NOW1 I'M SURE THAT IF \iE~RE REALLY HONEST TODAY1 THE NUMBER ONE PROB­

LEM THAT MOST OF US HAVE1 lS REALLY1 HOW TO LIVE HJ SECURITY-- THE LACK OF 

SECURITY IS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE WELL FOR MANY OF THE KINDS OF DISEASES AND 

EMOTIONAL DISORDERS AND PROBLEMS THAT ~IE HAVE TODAY, 

WE GET ALL BENT OUT OF SHAPE AND OUT OF JOINT1 IN OUR LIFESTYLES1 BE-

CAUSE WE LOSE THAT SENSE OF SECURITY, IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER 1 WE ALL HAVE 



' OU R 0\\/N PALACE GUARDS, IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER., WE'VE ALL BEEN IN OUR OWN 

DUNGEONS, WE KNOW WHAT IT IS TO LIVE UNDER THOSE CIRCUM'STANCES, FOR SOME 

OF US., IT'S A DUNGEON OF ANXIETY AND APPREHENSION AND/OR ADDICTION, FOR 

SOME OF US., IT'S ANXIETY OF DEPRESSION AND DISCOURAGEMENT ". AND DISILLUSION­

MENT, FOR SOME OF US., IT'S THE ANXIETY OR THE DUNGEON OF FEAR AND FRUSTRA­

TION AND FAILURE, 

FOR SOME OF US., IT'S THE DUNGEON OF HOPELESSNESS AND HELPLESSNESS AND 

HAPLESSNESS, BUT., WHATEVER YOUR DUNGEON MIGHT BE., THE THING THAT v~E LEARN 

IS., IS THAT THE BIBLE GIVES US SOMETHING THAT NOTHING ELSE IN THE vlORLD 

CAN GIVE, 

THE BIBLE GIVES US THE SENSE OF SECURITY THAT IS BEYOND ANYTHING THAT 

THE WORLD KNOWS ANYTHING ABOUT, AND THE APOSTLE., · PAUL., MODELS TO US., WHAT 

THAT SECURITY IS, THERE'S NO MAN WHO rs UNSECURE., COULD \·/RITE WHAT HE WROTE, 

BECAUSE HE BEGINS IN VERSE SIX., AND SAYS, ,"DON'T WORRY ABOUT ANYTHING., WHAT 

SO EVER., BUT TELL GOD EVERY DETAIL OF YOUR LI FE., AND EARNEST AND I l:HANKFUL 

PRAYER," THIS IS THE PHILLIPS TRANSLATlON, "AND THE PEACE OF GOD., WHICH 

TRANSCENDS ALL HUMAN UNDERSTANDING., WILL KEEP CONSTANT GUARD OVER YOUR 

HEARTS AND MINDS., AS THEY REST IN CHRIST JESUS, AND WHATEVER IS TRUE AND 

vJHATEVER IS NOBLE AND WHATEVER rs RIGHT AND WHATEVER IS PURE AND W
0

HATEVER 

IS LOVELY AND \·JHATEVER IS ADMIRABLE, IF THERE'S ANYTHING EXCELLENT., IF 

THERE'S ANYTHING PRAISE WORTHY., YOU THINK ABOUT THESE THINGS," 

THEN HE HAD THE AUDACITY TO MA KE THE STATEMENT. , , "WHATEVER YOU HAVE 

LEARNED OR RECEIVED OR HEARD,, WHATEVER YOU'VE SEEN IN ME., YOU PUT THAT IN­

TO PRACTICE, YOU FOLLOW THE MODELING THAT I'VE GIVEN TO YOU., AND SOMETHING 

IS GO ING TO HAPPEN, , THE GOD OF PEACE WILL BE \11 TH YOU," 

NOW .I'M UNDER THE IMPRESSION AND BELIEVE WITH ALL MY HEART., THAT IF 

WE COULD LEARN TO LIVE IN THESE VERSES., IT WOULD CHANGE OUR WHOLE MODUS 

OPPERONDA I, THE VERY THING THAT I READ PRACTICALLY EVERY DAY OF MY LI FE., 

AND QUOTE TO MYSELF., ARE THESE VERSES RIGHT HERE, · THESE ARE THE VERSES 

THAT HAVE SEEN f1E THROUGH MANY A DIFFICULT TIME, BECAUSE THE BIBLE MAKES 



A CASE FOR SPIRITUAL SEC UR I TY THAT CANNOT BE SHAKEN., 

THIS IS THE MESSAGE OF JOB, ELEVEN AND EIGHTEEN, I SAYS, 0 YOU WILL BE 
SECURE, BECAUSE THERE IS HOPE AND YOU WILL LOOK AROUND YOU, AND YOU WILL 
LIE DOWN AND REST IN SAFETY," 

THIS IS THE MESSAGE IN PSALM, NINETY-ONE AND FIVE, "you WILL NOT BE 
AFRAID OF THE TERROR BY NIGHT,, AND YOU WON'T BE AFRAID OF THE ARROW THAT 
FLIES BY THE DAY," THIS IS THE VERY MESSAGE THAT WE GET FROM PSALM, ONE 
HUNDRED AND TWELVE, VERSE ONE,, THE PSALMIST STARTS OUT WITH THAT PHRASE,, 
PRAISE THE LORD! THEN HE SAID, I "BLESSED rs THAT PERSON WHO FEARS THE LORD 
AND THE ONE WHO DELIGHTS IN HIS COMMANDS," AND IN VERSE SEVEN, IT SAYS, 
"HE WILL NOT FEAR IN THE TIME OF BAD NEWS, BECAUSE HIS HEART IS STEADFAST 
AND TRUSTING IN THE LORD , , HIS HEART WILL BE SECURE,, HE WILL HAVE NO FEAR, 
HL IM THE END, WILL LOOK m TRIUMPH, UPON HIS FOES," 

AND THIS IS WHAT THE WRITER OF HEBREWS., HAD IN MIND., IN HEBREWS CHAPTER . 
SIX AND VERSE THIRTEEN, WHEN WE HEAR HIM S/l.Y AND NO UNCERTAitl CIRCUMSTANCES, 
IM HEBREWS, THIRTEEN AND SIX; HE SAID,, "AND WE HAVE THIS SAYING, THE LORD 
IS NEAR AT HAND, WE WILL NOT BE AFRAID, WHAT CAtl MERE MAN DO TO US,, IF 
THERE'S ANY MESSAGE THAT NEEDS TO BE PROCLA lMED., FAR AND WIDE, THROUGH THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH, BY EVERY PERSON WHO CLAIMS THE NAME OF THE LORD, IT'S 
THAT OUR SECURITY IS NOT IN WASHINGTON, OUR SECURITY IS NOT IN MOSCOW, OUR 
SECURITY IS NOT IN WALL STREET. OUR SECURITY IS NOT IN DUNN AND BRADSTREET, 
OUR SECURITY IS MOT IN OUR HOLDINGS, OUR SECURITY IS IN THE FACT THAT THE 
LORD IS WITH US, AND IF GOD BE FOR US., WHO CAN BE AGAINST US?" 

AMIEMJ AMEN AND AMEN,,, \!JELL, HALLELUJAH,, WELL, PRAISE THE LORD IN THIS 
PLACE, WELL, MAGNIFY HIS NAME,, HALLELUJAH, 

I WANT YOU TO JUST SAY THAT WITH ME,, THE LORD IS WITH ME,,, THE LORD 
IS \ii TH ME, I WILL l~OT BE AFRAID, WHAT CAN MAN DO TO ME ? 

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT? DO YOU BELIEVE THAT? WELL THEN, LET'S PRAISE 
THE LORD, AMEN,, HALLELUJAH, 

WELL, YOU SAY, PASTOR WALKER THAT SOUNDS FANTASTIC,, IF I COULD JUST 



LEARN TO LlVE B'l THAT SECURITY, IF I COULD HAVE THAT IN MY LIFE AND HAVE 

IT MY HEART. BUT YOU KNOWJ I GET IT ALL TOGETHER, I GET IT ALL FIGURED 

OUTJ BUT THENJ I SEEM TO LOSE IT, 

YOU KNOWJ WE'RE GREAT AT TALKING OURSELVES INTO BEING DEMORALIZED, 

WE'RE GREAT AT TELLING OURSELVES HOW BAD THINGS REALLY ARE, I MEANJ YOU 

KNOWJ IF YOU REALLY TAKE WHAT YOU SEE ON TV SERIOUSLY) AND YOU TAKE WHAT 

YOU SEE IN THE HEADLINES) SERIOUSLY, AND EVERYTHING THAT YOU READ SERIOUSLY 

IT'S ENOUGH TO GIVE YOU LICENSE TO COMMIT HARRY CAREY, 

I MEANJ YOU CAN LOOK AT THIS WHOLE THING AND SAYJ "you KNOWJ THE 

WORLD IS GOING RIGHT DOWN THE TUBES,, THERE'S NOTHING THAT'S GOING GOOD," 

I 'VE !)ONE IT AS vlELL AS YOU HAVEJ I HAVE FLIPPED THE DIALJ LOOKING FOR 

THINGS THAT WERE vmRTH LOOKI"NG FOR, 

YOU KNOWJ I EVEN FOUND MYSELF) FINALLY SETTLING ON LAWRENCE WELKJ 

AND ENJOYING IT,,, LAUGHTER.~. WHEN YOU GET TO THATJ THINGS ARE PRETTY 

BAD,,, YOU'RE COMING TO A PRETTY ALL-TIME LOW, NOWJ US ELDERLY FOLKS) WE 

REALLY LIKE THAT, I 

BUTJ WE TALK OURSELVES IN BEING DE-MORALIZED, DID YOU EVER NOTICE 

THERE ARE THOSE PEOPLE THAT REFUSE TO SEE ANYTHING GOOD IN ANYTHING, TO GET 

ANY SECURITY OR ANYTHING OUT OF LIFE, TO SAYJ REJOICE HJ THE LORDJ ALWAYS 

AND AGAIN I WILL SAY IT REJOICE,, IT JUST HITS THE/1 LIKE,, WHAT IS THAT 7 

I HAVE MO CONCEPT OF THE MEANING OF REJOICE, 

* I HEARD THE STORY OF A NEIGHBOR) WHO WAS A CHRISTIAN AND FILLED 

WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD, YETJ A NEIGHBOR) WHO WAS THE MOST DEPRESSED MAN 

HE'D EVER KNOWN, EVERY TIME HE GOT AROUND HIS NEIGHBOR) HE FEL Tii'Lll<E 

COMMITTING HARRY CAREY) BECAUSE THE FRIEND WAS SO DEPRESSED, AND HE SAID 

THERE'S NOTHING EVER IMPRESSED HIM, BUT J THIS NEIGHBOR LIKED TO DUCK HUMT J 

Arm HE HAD THIS DOGJ THAT WAS .A. VERY UNUSUAL DOG, · AND HE SAID THIS DOG 

WILL MAKE HIM COME ALIVE) IF AfffTHING WILL PERK HIM UPJ THIS DOG WILL, SO 

HE TALKED HIM INTO GOING DUCK HUNTING, GOT THERE IN THE BLIND, AND THE 

DUCKS CAME OVER,, SHOT A COUPLE OF DUCKS,, SENT THE DOG AND LO AND BEHOLD 



THE DOG., INSTEAD OF S\'HMMING., JUST WAL,.KED ON THE WATER., WENT OUT AND GOT 

THE DUCK AND BROUGHT IT BACK, LOOKED AT HIS NEIGHBOR,, THE NEIGHBOR NEVER 

BLINKED AN EYE, ANOTHER FLOCK OF DUCKS CAME OVER,, SHOT A COUPLE OF DUCKS., 

!:lOG JUMPED ON THE WATER,, DIDN'T EVEN GET HIS PAWS WET,, JUST RAN RIGHT 

ACROSS THE YlATER., GOT THE DUCK AND BROUGHT IT BACK, FINALLY., THE OWNEft~:OE .= 

THE DOG SAID., "WELL., WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT MY DOG 7• YOU KNOW., I WAS 
. . 

THHJKING,, THAT'S THE ONLY WATER SPANIEL ~ i '' -VE :.EVER ---: SEEffTTH7'ff:-- D1DN -1- T" ,KNOlf lRO"W. 

TO SWIM, I I LUAGHTER, I 

NOW., ISN'T THAT THE WAY THAT LIFE GOES FOR ALOT OF FOLKS ? SOME OF 

YOU ARE JUST FIGURING IT OUT., BACK THERE,, WOULD YOU HELP EACH OTHER? I 

KNOW IT'S AN INTELLECTUAL JOKE FOR THIS TIME OF THE MORNING, 

Bur., YOU KNOW THE PSALMIST SAYS IN PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND NINE., VERSE 

ELEVEN,, ,THY WORD., HAVE I HID IN MY HEART., THAT I MIGHT NOT SIN AGAINST YOU, 

BUT HIDING THAT WORD IN OUR HEARTS., DIFFICULT AND REALLY MAKING IT WORK., BE-

CAUSE SOMETIMES WE THINK IT'S IMPOSSIBLE, THAT IT WILL WORK FOR EVERYBODY 

ELSE., BUT IT WON'T WORK FOR ME, 

~*1r's LIKE THE JU[HOR CLASS TEACHER., WHO WAS TRYING TO TEACH HER CLASS 

OF JUNIOR BOYS, I DON'T KNOW IF YOU'VE EVER HAD A CLASS OF JUNIOR BOYS OR 

rJOT, OR YOU :~Ef,1Ef1BER WHEN YOUR CHILDREN WERE JUNIOR AGE, YOU Kr-lOvl., THEY 

WERE BUNDLES OF ENERGY, I REMEMBER TEACHING A CLASS OF JUNIOR BOYS UP IN 

MCKINLEYVILLE., CALIFORNIA., ONE TIME., RIGHT ON THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BORDER 

RIGHT AT THE OREGON BORDER, AT AN OLD RAMSHACKLED BUILDING., WHERE THE JUNIOR 

BOYS HAD THEIR CLASS, I WAS THERE AS A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION YOUTH DIRECTOR., 

BUT THEIR TEACHER DIDN'T SHOW UP THAT SUNDAY., SO THEY SAID., "WOULD YOU TEACli 

? II 

THE CLASS , YOU SUPPOSE TO KNOW ALL ABOUT THESE THINGS, SO I DECIDED THAT 

I WOULD TEACH THE CLASS,, TWENTY-TWO JUNIOR BOYS., IN THIS ONE LITTLE PLACE, 

IT WAS A COOL MORNING, THEY HAD OPEN GAS-SPACE HEATERS., AND THE SPACE HEAT-

ERS WERE ON, IN ABOUT MID-WAY THE CLASS., I'M GOING ALONG TEACHltJG,, THINK-

ING I'M DOING A GOOD JOB,, ALL OF A SUDDEN., I SMELL SMOKE, I LOOK., AND 

THERE'S A KID'S SHIRT or~ FH!E. Of·IE OF -T!iE p,QYS f-!.1\~ TAKE~! HIS PAPER AND 



• PUT IT IN THE OPEN HEATER, GOT IT LIT AND LIT HIS FRIEND'S SHIRT, IN THE 

FRONT SEAT, PARENTS LATER TOLD ME THAT THE KIDS CAME HOME,, SAID IT WAS 
- . 

THE GREATEST SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS THEY':) EVER BEEN IN, IN ALL THE TI ME THEY 

HAD BEEN GO ING TO SUNDAY SCHOOL. WELL, SHE l'-IAS TRYING TO GET THIS CLASS 

OF JU!HOR BOYS,, AND YOU l<NOl~, JUNIOR BOYS ARE f\JEVER CLEAN, HAVE YOU EVER 

SEEN A CLEAN NINE-YEAR OLD ? .OR A TEN-YEAR OLD, OR AN ELEVEr-J-YEAR OLD,, 

THEY JUST WON'T STAY CLEAfJ, WE USED TO GET UP ON SUNJAY MORNING, GET OUR 

BOYS l~EADY FOR C~LURCH, FIRST,, THAT WAS A MISTAKE,, BY THE TIME WE GOT READ't 

TO GO, WE LOOKED AT THEM,, THEY LOOKED LIKE THEY HAD BEEN TH~OUGH THE CAR 

WASH AND THEY WERE DISHEVELED FROM TOP TO BOTTOM, SO, WE'D GET UP AND GET 

D~ESSED AND GET THEM READY, AND TIEN GRAB THEM BY THE EAR AND SIT THEM IN 

THE CAR,, JUST SO THAT THEY WOULD LOOK HALF-\tlAY DECENT \t/HEN VIE GOT TO 

CHuRC HI l DON'T KNOW w:-!A T liAPPrrnED DUR I NG CHURCH, BUT BY THE TI ME WE GOT 

READY TO GO HOME, THEY LOOKED LIKE THEY HAD BEEM HIT BY A STE.M-1-ROLLER, 

BUT, TliAT 1
S JUNIOR BOYS,,, SO SHE LOOKED OVER HER CLASS, AN::J THEY NEEDEry 

- -

A CLEAN ING UP AND THEY- WERE ALL DISHEVELED,, AND SHE SA ID, "I NEED TO TEACH 

THESE KIDS, CLEANLINESS, ,e SO SHE WAS TEACHING THEM PROVE~BS,,, SHE SAID, 

THERE ARE SOME OTHER PROVERBS TliAT ARE NOT IN THE BIBLE,, ONE OF THEM IS 
- -

CLEANLINESS IS NEXT TO \tJHAT 7 AND SHE ASKED THE CLASS,, CLEANLINESS IS 

NEXT TO Wl-!AT, SHE ASKED AGAIN, FINALLY, ONE LITTLE BOY SAID, "WELL, I 

KNOW_ Vll::iAT IT IS, , CLEANL INES.S LS NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE, , , , LAUGHTER, , , AN::J 

THAT'S WHAT A LOT OF PEOPLE THmK ABOUT THE WORD" REJOICE IM THE LORD, 
- -

[ ALWAYS AN!) AGAIN . I SAY ~EJOICE, I THAT s IMPOSSIBLE, I I 
- ~ .. 

BUT, ~LHAT IS PAUL REALLY SAYTNG? LOOK, IF YOU \"/ANT SECURITY IN YOUR 

LIFE,, IF YOU WANT TO lfANDLE - ALL OF THE THINGS THAT YOU'VE GOT TO HANDLE, 

NOW HERE'S THE ~fAY TO DO IT., HE LIFTS UP THREE WORDS, AND THE FIRST WORD 

rs PRAISE, I REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS, AND AGAIN I SAY, REJOICE, I LET 

YOUR GEf~TLENESS BE EV lIJEUT TO ALL, FOR THE LORD IS AT HAtJD OR THE LORD IS 

NEAR, 

NO\A/ WHAT rs HE REALLY SAYING, WHEN HE SAYS THAT? HE SAYS, YOU GOT 



TO START OUT WIT ;I PRAISE, THAT THE FOUNDATION STONE FOR SECIJRITY STARTS 

~·HTH PRAISE,, N0\'1J NOT JUST AtJY KitlD OF PRAISE, REJOICE IN THE LORDJ ALWAYS, 

N0\"1 LET'S DO IT AGAIN,,, REJOICE IN THE LORDJ ALWAYS, 

IT'S AN INCESSA:'JT PRAISE,, IT'S A PRAISE THAT NEVER STOPS, YOU JON 1 T 

JUST PRAISE WHEN YOU'RE FEELING GOOD, YOU PRAISE WHEN YOU'RE FEELING BAD, 

YOU DON'T JUST PRAISE WHEN THINGS ARE RIGHT, YOU PRAISE WHEN THINGS ARE 

IT BECOMES A LIFE-STYLE, IT BECOMES A PART OF THE WARP AND MOVE OF 
f I WHO YOU ARE, I LL REJOICE IN THE LORDJ ALv·IAYS, I LL DO IT INCESSANTLY, 

NOWJ HHEt'l YOU LOOK IN THE LIFE OF PAULJ IT WAS AN IN SPITE-OF-PRAISE, 

HE LEARNED HOW TO PRAISE IN SPITE OF, HE PRAISED IN SPITE OF THE FETTERS,, 

IN SPITE OF THE VERY FETTERS THAT HE l~D. WHEN YOU LOOK IN ACTSJ CHAPTER 

SIXTEEN, YOU ~EMEMBERJ HE WAS PUT IN JAIL, AND HE AND SILAS WERE PUT IN THE 

STOCKS, AND AT MIDNIGHT) THEY PRAISED THE LORDJ IN SPITE OF THE FETTERS, 

AND WHEi~ YOU LOOK AT HIM AGAIN) IN ACTSJ CHAPTER Tv!ENTY-SIXJ VERSE 

TWENTY-NINE, WHEN HE IS T~YING TO PLEAD FOR HIS OWN LIFEJ BEFORE AGRIPPA 

AND BEFORE FESTUS AND BEFORE FELIX, AND HE LOOKS AT FETUS) AND HE TELLS HI~ 

ABOUT THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST AND FESTUS) WHO WAS A ROMAN GOVERNOR 

LOOKS AT Hir-1 ArJD SAlDJ "PAULJ YOU'RE MAD,, MUCH LEARNING HAS MADE YOU GO 

INSA~E. AND THEN HE LOOKED OVER TO KING AGRIPPA) THE PUPPET KING THAT WAS 

APPOINTED BY ROMEJ OVER I S~Ai::L AND THAT PUPPET KING, , AND HE LOOKED AT 

KING AGRIPPA MJD HE SAlDJ "BUT KING AGRIPPA) YOU UNDERSTAND,, YOU'VE READ 

THE PROPHETS) AND YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SAY ARE TRUE, " AND AG~IPPA SAYSJ 

01( PAULJ ALMOS'f YOU PERSUADE t1E TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN, AtlD PAUL SAYSJ 

"WHETHER I PERSUADE OR WHETHER I DON'T) I WISH THAT ALL PEOPLE WERE LIKE 

MEJ EXCEPT FOR THESE CHAINS," 

AND WHEN YOU FIND HIM OVER IN II TIMOTHY) CHAPTER FOUR AND VERSE SIX­

TEEN I I HE SAIDJ "you KNOv/J ALEXANDER THE l~ETAL \·/ORKERJ DID A GREAT HARM TO 

MEJ AND WHEN I HAD TO STAfJD UP BEFORE THE TR I BUNAL) THERE WAS rm ONE imo 

STOOD \'HTH f1E. • . . NOT \\/IT11STANDHJGJ THE LORD STOOD IHTH fl'= AND HE STREtlGTHEllED 



t1EJ BECAUSE I PRAISED IN SP I TE OF, I PRAISED IN SP I TE OF ALL THESE TH ltlGSJ 

I}ECAUSE. I REJOICE IN THE LORD SJ AL\'JA YS, BUT J IT'S tlOT AL\'!A YS IN SP I TE OF J 

B:.JT [T
1
S A PRAIS.E THJ\T

1
S BECAUSE OF .. I BECAUSE OF THE LORD .. HE IS THE 

FACTOR, 

THE LORD IS NEAR1 AND WHEN THE LORD IS NEAR AND YOU REJOICE) IT BRINGS 

OUT THE BEST fN US, AND WHAT IS THE BEST IN US ? LET YOUR GEMTLENESS BE 

KNOWN TO ALL PEOPLE,, SO YOU GET RID OF THE BITTERNESS) AND YOU GET RID OF 

THE ANGER) AND YOU GET RID OF THE RAGE) AND YOU GET RID OF THE FEAR) AND 

YOU GET RID OF THE NEGATIVISM) BECAUSE WHEN YOU PRAISE) THEN THERE'S ONE 

THlNG THAT COMES OUT,,, THATt S THE GENTLENESS) AND THE GENTLENESS ,. THE BIBLE 

TALKS ABOUT) IS THE ~'IAY THAT GO!) I-IAS ~vORKED 1.-vITH USJ BECAUSE HE DEALT WITH 

US GENTLYJ AND GENTLENESS COMES AS A RESULT OF GRACE) AND GRACE IS A RESULT 

OF T!.:lE CROSS) AND THE CROSS IS THE RES!JLT OF THE LOVE OF GODJ AND THE LOVE 

OF GOD rs THE RESULT OF I I n-lAT WE HAVE BEEN CREATED F~OM THE FOUMDATION OF 

THE ltlORLDJ AND WE l RE THE APPLE OF HIS EYE I I I AND HE ~,ANTS us TO LIVE AN 

OVERCOMING LIFE, Af1ENJ AMEN MID AMEN, 11 I HALLELUJAH, I WELL) PRAISE TliE 

LoqD, PRAISE THE LORD,,,, 

YOU KNOWJ THERE ARE A LOT OF DIFFERENT WAYS TO PRAISE GOD, \'JE TALK 

ABOUT ALOT OF P~AISE,,, REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS) Af'JD AGA·IN I SAY REJOICE, 
-

YOU KNOWJ I'VE HAD A LOT OF FUNE~ALS HERE IN ATLANTA,,, OVER SIX HUN-

DRED,, I'VE KIND OF LOST COUNT,,, BUTJ I REMEMBER IN THE EARLY DAYS) WHEN 

\'IE vlERE AT !,EMPHILLJ*THERE v~AS A MAN ~{HO \t/AS IN OUR CHU~CHJ WHO \'!AS A TRE:._;- -

f:lErmous nAN, HE \'!/\S ELDERLY) HE WAS GETTING ON IN YEARS AND VIAS QUITE SICK­

LY FROM TIME TO TIME, BUTJ SOMETIMES DURING THE SERVICE) HE GOT BLESSED REAL 

GOODJ AND I'LL NEVER FORGET THIS, HE PUT A BIBLE ON TOP OF HIS HEAD,, HE 

CARRIED ONE OF THESE BIG THOMPSON CHAIN BIBLES, AND HE PUT IT ON TOP OF 

HIS HEAD,, THE OLD ATTORNEY) JUST WALK UP AND DOWN THE AISLE) ABOUT THREE 

Tlf1ES,, THEN HE WOULD GO AND SIT DGi'IN,, THAT \'/AS HIS WAY OF PRAISITJG THE 

LORD, HE WAS A TREMENDOUS MA[~, , EVERY ONCE IN AvJH I LE IN THE VJORSH IP J AT T!iE 

TH1E WHEN THE LORD WOULD BE f10VHIGJ HE'D JUST BLURT RIGHT OUT .AND QUOTE THE 



. TWEi'ITY-THI RD PSALM Ai.JD THE HUi.JDREDTH PSAU1 AtJD. HE HAD A Bl G BOOM I NG VO I CE, 

AND IT WOULD JUST FILL THE SANCTUARY; IT \·.JAS A BLESSING TO ALL OF THE 

PEOPLE, HE CAME DOWM TO THE THIE TO DIEJ AND HE WASN'T DOING \'/ELL, AND I 

WENT OVER TO HIS HOUSE AND HAD COMMUNION WITH HI~. HE WAS IN BED, AND I'LL 

NEVER FORGET) THE HOLY SPIRIT JUST FILLED UP THE BEDROOM, AND ALL OF A 

SUDDEN HE PUT THE BIBLE ON HIS HEAD, HE HAD THAT BIG THOMPSON CHAIN BIBLE) 

AND HE GOT IT .ON HIS HEAD AND HE HELD IT,, HE COULDN'T WALK, HE JUST SAT UP 

IN THE BED I THEN HE BEGAN TO QUOTE SCRIPTURE I I AtJD HE GOT DOWN .TO THI s 

, , REJOICE IN THE LORD) AL\'JAYS AND AGAIN : I - SAY REJOICE, ,AND HE JUST GOT 

KIND OF HUNG UP ON THAT, OVER) AND OVER AND OVER) AGAIN,, HE WENT REJOICE 

IN THE LORD) AL\MYSJ AND AGAIN ~I : SAY .REOOICE, ,THEN THE HOLY SPIRIT MINISTER• 

ED T:~ROUGH HIM, • HE BEGAN TO PROPHECY ABOUT \\/HAT WAS GO ING TO HAPPEN TO THIS 

CHURCH, AND \'/HAT YOU SEE HAPPENING RIGHT NOWJ AND THAT \1/AS WAY BACK IN THE 

EARLY $ IXTI ESJ ABOUT S IXTY-FOURJ I SUPPOSE, i•JHAT HE PROP:1ES I ED THEN) HAS 

COME TO PASS TO A TEE,, AND HE DIDN'T KNOW THAT I WAS SITTING THERE WONDER­

I NGJ LORD WHAT IS THE FUTURE GO I NG TO BEJ AND \'/HAT IS f1Y FUTURE GO I NG TO 

BE,, AND WHAT A~ I GOING TO DO? I WAS GOING THROUGH A HEAVY TRIAL) BUT 

THAT PROPHECY WAS MEANT RIG!H FOR HIS PASTOR) AND I 'LL NEVER FORGET THAT 

DAY AS LONG AS I LIVE,, 

AND WHEN WE CAME DOWN TO HIS FUNERAL) IT \:'JAS A TI ME OF GREAT REJOICING 

AND THE TIME OF GREAT PRAISE) BECAUSE THE JOY OF THE LORD IS OUR STRENGTH, 

HALLELUJAH BE TO GOD I I I THE JOY OF THE LORD Is OUR STRENGTH I I PRAISE I I I 

HALLELUJAH I 

BUTJ YOU KNOW THE SECOND WORD) HERE, THE SECOND FOUNDATION,,, IF YOU'RE 

GOING TO LAY THE FOUNDATION FOR SECURITY) IS PRAYER, 

NOWJ VERSE SI XJ IS A VER SE TH.AT I' VE AU•JA YS STRUGGLED \fl THJ BECAUSE 

IN THE PHILLIPS TRANSLATION SAYS) 
11

DON
1
T WORRY ABOUT ANYTHING) WHAT SO 

EVER," AND THE NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION SAYS) "HAVE NO AN):IETY ABOUT ANY-

THING OR BE AtlXIOUS FOR NOTHltlG," 

WELL WHAT HE IS REALLY SAYING IS,, "DON'T WORRY ABOUT ANYTHING Wf~T 



SO EVER,, NOW, THAT'S A HARD DEAL,, I MEAN, IF SOME OF YOU QUIT WORRYING 

\'JHAT \~OULD YOU DO ? IT WOULD MAKE YOUR LIVES VERY, VERY DULL,, IF YOU 

• DIDN'T HAVE SOMETHHllG TO WORRY ABOUT, BECA;.JSE YOU'D B[ \'IORRIED BECAUSE 

YOJ
1

RE rJOT \'!ORRIED, 

AND YOU KNOW, IT'S AMAZING TO SEE THAT WHEN THINGS ARE GOING WELL,, 

l-!Ol1/ TERRIBLE PEOPLE HANDLE IT, GOD, \'/HAT HAVE 1 DONE ! I 'VE DONE SOMETHING 

WRONG,, I FEEL GOOD, DON'T WORRY ABOUT ANYTHING, WHAT-SO-EVER, IT SAYS, 

HERE, 

NOW THE BOTTO~ LINE OF Tl~T IS, BUT TELL GOD EVERY JETAIL OF YOUR 

LIFE AND EARNEST AND THANKFUL PRAYER, NOW NOT JUST ANY KIND OF PRAYER, 

EARNEST PRAYER, THAN KFJL PRAYER, flEAN I NGFUL PRAYER, SI NC ERE PRAYER, , THAT 

COMES OUT OF A RELATIONSHIP THAT BELIEVES THAT THE WO~D IS vmAT IT SAYS 

IT Is I 

AND LUKE EIGHTEEr-J AND ONE, CHRIST TOLD H.lS :JISCIPLES, "THAT WE OUGHT 

TO PRAY AtlD NOT FAINT," THAT PP.AYER rs THE THING THAT KEEPS us FROM THE 

FEAR, , FRO[ 1 THE \10RRY, FROM THE STRESS, THE TH ltJGS THAT TA KE Av.:A Y O~R 

ENERGY, NOT TO FAINT, 

\'!E KNO\'/ THAT PAUL SAYS IN I THESSALON L/.\NS FIVE MJD SEVENTEEtJ, TO PRAY 

CONTINUALLY, PRAY \tllTHOUT CEASING, WE UNDER STAN!) THAT, WE OFTEN QUOTE, 

I I CHRONICLES, SEVEN · FOURTEEN, "IF MY PEOPLE WHO ARE CALLED BY i1Y NAME, 

\.'/lLL HuMBLE THEMSELVES AND PRAY Arm SEEK rw FACE, TURN FR0f1 THErn VJICl(ED 

\'IAYS , 
J THErJ wrLL I HEAR F'.10M HEAVEN,, FO~GIVE THEE~ SIMS Arm I \'!ILL 

HEAL THEIR LA['lD, l
1
LL DO ALL OF THOSE THINGS FOR THEf1." WE DO ALL OF 

THAT, 

BUT, YOU SEE I'M OF THE OP IN ION THAT WE AREN'T REALLY SURE THAT PRAY-

E~ REALLY WORKS, YOU l(NO\•l, WE THINK THAT PRAYER IS A COMPUTER,,, AND 

UHEM ~•ff PUSH THE BUTTON, VIE OUGHT TO Gl:T HJSTAiH. F-EED-BACI<, IF \',!E· DO~J'T GET 

HISTAI-.JT FEE!)-EACK, TUEN \'t/E KICK THE MACHINE AND COf1PLAHl TO THE MANAGEMENT, 

HELLO,,,, 

HAVE YOU EVER SEEN ANYBODY ANGRY AT A VENJING f'lACHINE? HAVE YOU EVEP, 



BE ~N ANGRY AT A VENDING MACHINE ? 

I THOUGHT I'D SEEN IT ALLJ THE OTHER DAY,, BUTJ I SAW A NE\.<J ONE JUST 

THE OTHER DAY, HOV! TO HANDLE AN UNCOOPERATIVE VENDING MACHINE,, IN THE 

AIRPORT, THEY'VE GOT ENOUGH PROBLEt1S IN THE AIRPORT WITHOUT HAVING PROBLEMS 

WITH THE VENDING ~ACHINES,, 

I JUST THOUGHT ABOUT SOMETHING) BUT I'l-1 NOT GOING TO TELL IT,, BUTJ 

* ANYWAY,, BUT THIS GUY WENT UP TO THIS VENDING MACHINE) MID I HAS BEHIND 

Hlf1J I WAS GOING TO GET A CUP OF COFFEE, WAITING TO GET ON A PLANE AND JUST 

Kit!~ OF GOOFING AROUND,, WAITrnG TO DO THAT, PLANES ARE ALHAYS or~ Tlt1EJ 

WE ALL KNOW THAT,, NEVER LATE, NEVER CHANGE GATES) NEVER LOSE YOUR LUGGAGE, 

NEVER FOUL UP YOUR SEATS, MARVELOUS, ALL OF THE ABOVE HAPPEN TO AEJ ONE 

DAY, BUT NONE THE LESS) HE WENT AND GOT HIS COFFEE AND IT ONLY FILLED LlP 

HALF OF THE CUP, THAT MADE HIM MAD TO START vHTH, SO HE KIND OF SHOOK IT 

AROUND,, SHOOK IT SOME MORE) TURNED AROUND A SAID & SAID A FEW =CHo·rcE THINGS 

TO ME AS IF 1,·,woULD UNDERSTAND IT I DON'T UNDERSTAND THAT LANGUAGE, 11 I 

NEEDED SOME OF -YOU LAYMEN TO TRANSLATE. IT, SET YOU UPJ DIDN'T I? SO THEN 

HE SAID WELL) i~E KIND OF DECIDED THAT'S THE BEST I CAN DOJ BEST I CAN DO,, 

AS HE TASTED IT AND IT WAS A\\/FULJ BECAUSE THE f·HX GOT ALL FOULED UP, SO \~HAT 

v4AS LEFT) HE TOOK AND BAPTIZED THE MACHINE , , , LAUGHTER,,, SAID A FEW CHOICE 

vJORDS AND ~'/ENT ON HIS WAY, 

BUTJ YOU l<NOW THAT'S IT. 

' I 

THE THI NG ABOUT IT I SJ THAT IF VIE COULD EVER 

UNDERSTAND THAT PRAYER DOES CHANGE THINGS, 

*YOU KNOW) I READ THE OTHER DAY IN A PERIODICAL) THAT CAME ACROSS MY 

DESK) THAT THERE WAS SOME RESEARCH DONE BY A CARDIOLOGIST) A HEART DOCTOR) 

ItJ CASE you DON'T KNOvJ ~-✓ HAT A CARDIOLOGIST IS, AND HIS NAME VIAS RANDY BYRD) 

DR, RANDY BYRD) IN SAN FRANCISCO) CALIFORNIA, AND HE HAD THREE-HUNDRED AND 

NlfffTY T_HREE CORONARY PATIENTS) IN THE SAN FRANCISCO GENERAL HOSPITAL,, 

IT L'AS vJRITTEtJ UP HJ THE MEDICAL NEWS) OF MARCH 3RD) 1936, HL BEING A 

CHRISTl:'HIJ DECIDED HE CHECK OUT PRAYER, SO THE PATIENTS DIDN'T KN0\41 ANY­

THING ABOUT ITJ THE OTHER DOCTORS DIDN'T KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT IT, BUT !iE 



DIDN'T DO AN ANTIDOTAL STUDY, HE DIDN'T DO AN INFORMATIONAL STUJY, HE 
DIDN'T DO A QUE-SORT, BECAUSE ALL OF THAT'S TOO BIASE9 AND IS PRETTY PRE­
JUDICAL, BUT, HE DID WHAT ALL DOCTORS LIKE, AND WHAT ALL RESEARCHERS LIKE, 
HE DID A DOUBLE BLIND, RANDOMIZED, RESEARCH, SO HE HAD A CONTROLLED GROUP, 
AND HE HAD AN EXPERIMENTAL G~OUP, AND SO HE TOOR THE VARIABLL DIVI1JED l-lALF 
OF THEM UP AND HAD PEOPLE PRAYING FOR HALF OF THOSE PATIENTS, AND THE OTHER 
HALF, BE I NG UtJP!1A YED FOR, HE HAD FI VE TO SEVEN PEOPLE ACROSS THE Utl I TED 
STATES, PRAYING FOR EACH ONE OF THOSE HEART PATIENTS EVERY DAY, THEY PRAY­
ED ONE PRAYER FOR THEIR SPEADY AND COMPLETE RECOVERY, SOME OF THE PEOPLE 
GOT TOGETHER AND PRAYED, SOME OF THEM PRAYED SEPARATELY IN THEIR HOME, 
BUT, EACH PERSON HAD FIVE TO SEVEN PERSOtJS ASSIG~IED TO THAT INDIVIDUAL, 
THEN HE BEGAM TO CHECK,, OVER A SIX-MONTHS PERIOD, HE FOUtJ!) THIS OUT: 
THAT OF THE PRAYER GROUP, ONLY THREE HAD TO TAKE ANTIBIGTrcs, OF THE NON­
PRAYER GROUP, ~IXTEEN HAD TO TAKE ANTIBIOTICS, OF THE PRAYER GROUP, ONLY 
SIX OF THEM HAD, 1~/HAT THEY CALLED THAT LUtJG FILLING JP WITH FLllJJ OR \1HAT­
EVER THAT IS, THAT PULMONARY EDEMA, FOR SOME OF YOU DOCTORS, , , B:JT, OF TliE 
~JON-PRAYER GROUP, EIGHTEEN HAD THAT PRO BL Et~, , OF THE PRAYER Gl10UP, tJONE OF 
THEM HAD TO HAVE AN INTUBULATION, OR A TUBE INSERTED IN THE TRACHEA SO THEY 
COULD TALK, BUT OF THE NON-PRAYER GROUP, n•iELVE HAD TO HAVE THAT HAPPEN, 
OF Ti-IE PRAYER GROUP, THEY ALL RECOVERED AND GOT OUT OF THE HOSPITAL, SOME 
SIX TO EIGHT WEEKS EARLIER THAN THE NON-PRAYER GROUP, AND WHAT THAT DOCTOR 
CotlCLUlJED, \t/HEt~ HE GAVE THAT REPORT TO THE AMEfHC!l}.N HEART ASSOCIATION, THAT 
PERHAPS THE TIHNG WE OUGHT TO DO, IS THE FIRST THING \.'IE O:.JGHT TO WRITE IN 
EVERY PRESCRIPTION,, IS PRAYER, AND THE ONE THING THAT WE LEARN FROM ALL OF 
THAT IS, REGARDLESS OF HOV! BRILLIANT AND HOW IMPORTANT AND PRACTFUL AND HO\"i 
HELPFUL, f1EDICAL SCIENCE REALLY IS, AND WE WOULD BE IN TROUBLE WITHOUT IT, 
YET, WE KM Or/ ONE TH I NG, , THAT EVERY GOOD G l FT COMES FROM GOD, \1/HO IS THE 
FATHER OF LIGHT WITH WHOM THERE IS SHADOW OF DURING, AND lmEN· THE FINAL 
ANALYSIS, HE rs THE SOURCE OF EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS, AMEN, AMEN AND AMEN, I 

WELL, HALLELUJAH I WELL PRAISE THE LORD I 



\"l'ELL., PRAISE Hlt1 IN TH Is PLACE, , , HALLELUJAH, , PRAYER -~·10:aKS ! . J::IAtLELUJ.A 1-l, , 

WELL, PRAISE GOD, 

SO., HHAT VIE HAVE HERE NOW., WE HAVE PRAISE AND PRAYE~., BUT., PRAISE 

PLUS PRAYER., EQUALS PEACE,, NOW., AND THE PEACE OF GOD., WHICH TRANSCENDS ALL 

HUt·iAt-J UNDERSTANDING., WILL KEEP CONSTANT GIJARD OVER YOUR HEARTS AND MINDS., 

AS THEY REST IN . CHRIST JESUS, 

NOW., THAT IS A. FANTASTIC-.'STATEMENT IF WE COULD EVER LEARN TO LIVE 

THERE, NOW., I'VE PREACHED ALOT ABOUT PEACE, I'VE TALKED ALOT ABOUT PEACE, 

AND., YOU KNOW., I'VE DEFINED IT TO THIS CONGREGATION., TIME . AND AGAIN,,, BUT., 

THERE'S SOMETHING liITTING ME ABOUT THIS VERSE OF SCRIPTURE, BECAUSE DEALING 

WITH PEOPLE., AND TRYING TO PREACH IN WAYS TO MEET PEOPLE'S NEEDS,, I SEE 

SO MUCH INSECURITY, SO MANY PEOPLE LIVING WITHOUT PEACE,, SO MANY PEOPLE 

F~ETTrnG ABOUT· SO MANY THINGS, SO f.1UCH NIT-PICKING AN!) H.tdR-SPLITTING,, IT'S 

AMAZING,, YOU SEE PEOPLE GET FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT., BRIGHT., MEvl AND 

FRESH AND THEN WE •'THROW THEM TO THE CHRISTIANS, I wow! AND YOU COME OUT 

WITH GLOOM AND DOOM AND GRIPE, MANY A GOOD PERSON RUINED BY CHRISTIANS, 

YOU KNO W., THEY USED TO THROW THEM TO THE LIONS., BUT NOW WE JUST THROW TO 

THE CHRISTIANS., AND SAY., "HERE., RUIN THIS GUY," YOU ALL STILL HERE,, I'M 

DODGING IN CASE SOMEBODY THROWS SOMETHING,, EVERYBODY STILL HERE? 

IT'S AMAZING,, WE LOSE PEACE SO EASILY,, NOV( I LEARNED SOMETHING ' ABOUT 

PEACE, FIRST OF ALL., IT'S A TRANSCENDED PEACE, IT ~S A PEACE THAT COMES FROM 

GOD I IT TRANSCENDS., OR IT' s BEYOND HU MAN UN!)ERSTAND I NG I I so IT MEAN s., YOU 

CAN'T UN9ERSTAND IT,, SO IT MEANS., YOU HAVE EXPERIENCE., WHEN YOU DON'T UNDER­

STAND IT. IT MEANS., YOU HAVE IT., WHEN YOU OUGHT NOT TO HAVE IT, 

DO YOU GET THE PARADOX? YOU HAVE IT., WHEN YOU SHOUL~N'T HAVE IT, IT'S 

OPERATING., WHEN YOU SHOULDN'T BE THIS WAY, 

*v/HEN I WAS A BOY., AND WE FIRST STARTED OUT TO SCHOOL, I WAS LIVING IN 

WI ND SOR., ON TAR IO CANADA, MY FATHER WAS OPEN I NG UP A CHURCH THERE, WE \·/ERE 

LIVING WITH ANOTHER FAMi l Y,, I DIDN'T KN0\'4 THE PEOPLE HAD THEIR OWN PERSONAL 

HOUSES FOR THE FIRST FIV[ YEARS OF f~Y LIFE. I THO'JGHT EVr:'.<YEODY JUST LIVED 



TOGETHER, WE WERE LIVING IN THIS HOUSE, WITH THESE PEOPLE, AND I HAD TO 

START KINDERGARTEN, AND CANADA WAS AHEAD OF US, SCHOOL-SYSTEM-WISE, WE 

LIVED IN A FRENCH NEIGHBORHOOD,, AND ALL THE PEOPLE AT THE SCHOOL TALKED 

FRENCH MID VERY BROKEN ENGLIS!L, AND THE TEACHER SPOKE FRENCH AND VERY 

BROKEN ENGLISH,, AND I LIVED IN TRAUMA, FOR THE FI~ST SIX \"1EEKS,, I WAS 

SCARED TO DEATH, I COULDN'T UNDERSTAND A THING THAT WAS GOING ON, BUT, IN 

THAT HOUSE THERE WAS ANOTHER MINISTER LIVING, \·JHO HAD BECOME SICK AND \•/AS 

DYHJG WITH CANCER, AND THEY HAD SENT HIM HOME TO DIE, AND I USED TO BE 

AMAZED,, I l'mULD GO INTO HIS ROOM, AND I KNEW HE Y//-\S DYING, AND AS A CHILD, 

I GUESS I WAS . ABOUT FIVE YEARS OLD, SIX MAYBE, IT'S THE FIRST ENCOUNTER 

VII TH LOO KI NG DEATH IN THE FACE I I AND i·JHAT I COULDN'T UNDER STAND '(/AS I I THAT 

SOMETlf1ES, IN THE NIGHT, I WOULD HEAR THIS MAN SINGING HYMNS,,, SOMETIMES, 

IN THE NIGHT, I WOULD HEAR QUOTING SCRIPTURE,, SOMETIMES, I WOULD HEAR HIM 

SAYj "PEACE, 0 THE GREAT PEACE OF GOD," AND SOMETIMES THE FAMILY MEMBERS 

AND THE PEOPLE v/HO WERE PART OF THE CHURCH, 1/IOULD COME IN AND 111 NI STER AND 

HE'D GET TO PRAISING THE LORD, AND THEY WOULD GET TO PRAISING THE LORD, 

AND IT WAS INCONGRUENT TO ME,, HOW COULD THIS BE? BECAUSE, THERE WAS A 

PEACE THAT TRANSCENDED HUMAN UNDERSTANDING,, I COULDN'T UNDERSTAND IT AS A 

SIX-YEAR OLD, IT WAS BEYOND ME,, BECAUSE, EVERYTHING SAID, YOU SHOULDN'T 

HAVE PEACE I~ THIS SITUATION, BUT HE HAD IT, 

MY FATHER PREACHED HIS LAST SER~ON IN THIS PULPIT, RIGHT HERE IN 1975, 
HE \~AS SEVENTY-FOUR. • HE DI ED ON DECEMBER 23, 1975, A COUPLE OF MONTHS 

PRIOR TO THAT, HE PREACHED 'HERE, HE GOT VERY SICK, \'IE KNEW THAT HE WAS DYING, 

YOU DIDN'T KNo~, · IT, WHEN HE PREACHED IN THIS PULPTT, I WE THOUGHT HE vJAS 

GOING TO DIE SOON, UNLESS A MIRACLE TOOK PLACE, SO THEY CALLED MY BROTHERS 

AND I, AND WE : JUMPED ON A PLANE AND WE WENT DOWN THERE TO SEE, AND PERHAPS 

FOR THE LAST TIME, ALIVE, HE WAS WEAK AND SICK, BUT HE HAS ALWAYS STRONG 

ENOUGH,, AU~!AYS WAS ABLE TO TALK AND GET INVOLVED, AND WE WENT INTO THE ROOM 

Arm SAT AROUND,, AND WE GOT TO TALKING, GOT TO TELL ING STUFF, GOT TO LAUGH-

ING, HE GOT TO LAUGHING, TEARS COMING DOWN HIS EYES FROM LAUGHTER, WE GOT 



I 
I 

TO MAKING SO f1UCH RACKET., THAT IN CAME THE NURSE, I'M SURE SHE WAS AN 

ARMY NURSE, I I LAUGHTER, I SHE CAME MARCHING IN THERE, I SHE SAID., HWHAT IS 

GOING ON IN THIS ROOM? DON'T YOU KNOW THIS MAN IS DYING,, HOW DARE YOU 

LAUGH ?H WELL., Ii WAS STUPID,,, OR WAS IT THE PEACE THAT TRANSCENDS ALL 

HUMAN UNDERSTANDING? THERE IS A PLACE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD., THAT YOU CAN 

LIVE WHEN IT DOESN'T MATTER HOW BAD IT GETS., THAT PEACE IS RESIDING IN YOUR 

LIFE., AND IT WILL SEE YOU THROUGH,, HALLELUJAH BE TO GOD,,, IT WILL SEE YOU 

THROUGH! I I IT WI LL SEE YOU THROUGH! . I AMEN I I HALLELUJAH I 

TRANSCENDED,, WHEN YOU THINK YOU DON'T HAVE IT,, THAT'S WHEN YOU'VE 

GOT, AND IT'S · PROTECTIVE. l<EEP CotlSTAtJT GUARD OVER YO:JR HEARTS A'.'JD MINDS 

AS THEY REST m CHRIST JESUS, YOU COULDN'T STAND SOM'li '" OF THE- STOFF- wE :mwE 

TO STAND., IF IT WEREN'T FOR THE GUARDING PEACE OF THE LORD, 

* WHEN OUR SON DIED., I THOUGHT THAT'S IT,, I'LL NEVER BE ABLE TO STAND 

THAT, HOW WILL l GET THROUGH THE FUNERAL ? YOU KNOW., ALL THE THINGS YOU 

SAY., AND ALL THE THINGS YOU PREACH SOUND GREAT,,, THEN YOU'VE GOT TO PRACTICE 

THEM, YOU KNOW? AND I REMEMBER., WE WALKED IN FOR THE FUNERAL THAT DAY., 

CAME IN THIS DOOR RIGHT HERE,, SAT DOWN ABOUT THE THIRD PEW., DOWN THERE, 

THE NEW LIFE SINGERS,, MANY OF WHOM ARE IN THIS GROUP OR IN THE OTHER GROUP, 

THEY GOT DOWN TO THAT PART., IN THE PROGRAM., WHERE THEY SANG HALLE~UJ~H., AND 

THAT HALLELUJArl BEGIN TO RHlG AND ECHO THROUGH THIS BUILDING, Tl~ERE \'/AS . 

A PEACE THAT WELLED UP IN ME, I HAD MY ARM AROUND CARMELITA., AND SHE FELT 

LIMP UtJTIL WE STARTED SINGING HALLEl,:.UJAH,,, THAT v!ORSHIP OF THE LORD, I 

COULD FEEL THE VERY STRENGTH GOING THROUGH HER BODY., AS THAT PEACE BEGAN TO 

TAKE EFFECT, AND WE BOTH SAT THERE IN GRIEF AND SORROW., BUT YET IN PEACE 

AND JOY, NOW THAT'S THE MOST INCONGRUENT THING YOU CAN EVER FIGURE OUT, 

BUT., THAT'S THE PEACE THAT T.RA!lSeENDS._. HUMAN ··ur;JDERSTANDiING., .. REEPsr.tDNST~flT 

GUARD OVER YOUR HEARTS AND MINDS AS THEY REST IN CHRIST JESUS, 

THEY CLOSED THAT PROGRAM,, PRAISING HIM, WE WALKED OUT OF THIS AISLE., 

AND THERE WAS A STRENGTH THAT TOOK HOLD OF US,, KEEP ON PRAISING HIM,, KEEPS 

CONSTANT GUARD OVER YOUR HEARTS AND MINDS IN CHRIST JESUS, 



*THE BEGHHHNG OF \tWRLD \1AR I I, THE ZAM-ZAMJ WHICH WAS THE NAME OF AN 

AMERICAN SHIP) WAS SUNK BY THE GERMANS,, BY THE NAZI'S, WAS REALLY AN ACT 

OF PROVOCATION·,, THEY WEREN'T TRYING TO KILL EVERYBODY ON BOARD, THEY JUST 

WANTED TO PROVOKE THE Uf'.llTED STATES, IT WAS AN ACT OF PROVe:lCATIONJ AND THEY 

LET IT BE KNOWN) 1HEY WERE GOING TO DO THAT, AND THERE WERE NO SHIPS OUT 

THERE TO PROTECT IT, WE DIDN'T HAVE ALL THE SOPHISTICATED WEAPONRY WE'VE 

GOT NO\'/, BUTJ THEY SENT WORD TO THE SHIP) THAT THERE'S GOING TO BE A SUE-. . . . - . . 

MARINE COMING ·,, THERE'RE GOING TO TORPEDOED) MJD THOSE PEOPLE HAD TO GET 

READY TO GET SHOT D0\'/N. , TO GET SU~! K, AND THEY DIVIDED THEM UP HJTO T\•10 

PARTS: PUT HALF OF Tiff PASSEf~GERS IN ONE PLACE) AND HALF ItJ ANOTHER PLACE. 

AND THEY HAD TO \'IAIT ALL NIGHT,, NOT KNOWHJG \'-IHEN THE DEVASTATING BLO\'/ 

WOULD COME, ANJ THE AMERICANS WERE SENDING S!iIPS TO HELP, AND ALL OF A 

SUDDEtl IT HAPPENED) EARLY IN THE MORN I NG, , WHILE THEY \'/ER[ ALL ROU1mED UP J 

THERE \'/ERE VERY FEW CASUALTIES,, THEY GOT ON RESCUE SHIPS) EVEtJT1JALLY, AMD 

EVERYBODY F Ir!ALL Y GOT TOGETHER AND ASK! NG EVERYBODY, , "HO\t~ DID YOU HANDLE 

IT,, \•/HAT DID YOU DO ALL NIGlH? \·!ASN
1
T THAT A TERRIBLE WAIT) \-'!AITHlG FOR 

Ti~T TORPEDO TO COME ? I COULDN'T DO THIS,, THIS ONE GOT HYSTERICAL) THIS 

ONE GOT SICK) THIS OfJE FAitHED,, THIS \1AS ALL HAPPEtJINGJ AND EVERYBODY Wl\S 

UP TIGHT) OBVIOUSLY, TliERE WAS A LUTHERAN MISSIONARY ON BOARD, THEY LOOKED 

AT Hll-1 AND SAE)J "HOW DID YOU HANDLE IT ? DID YOU SLEEP ? CHECKING HIS . . 
FA I THJ HE SA IDJ "vtELLJ I WAS FR I Giff EN ED LI KE EVERYBODY ELSE, , I \A/AS APPRE-

HEN S l VE ABOUT EVERYBODY ELSE, , WHERE Tl1EY PUT us, \1/E HAD TO SU:EP ON THE 

FLOOR, r T vi.AS HARD, rr WAS COLD, r couLDN 'T GET cot1FORTAELE, • THEN 1 \1ENT 

TO THE WORD, ! • BEGA~ TO READ PSALM 121: VERSES TWO THRO~GH FOUR,, MY HELP 

C0f.1ES F~OM THE LORD) \1HO IS THE MAKER OF HEAVEN A~JD EARTH, , HE \'II LL NOT LET 

YOJR FOOT SLIP, I HE \•/HO vJATCHESJ WILL NOT SLEEP, I HE THAT HATCHEs·-:OViER . 

I S11AELJ fJE I THER SLUHBERS NOR SLEEPS, " SO HE SA ID J "LORD) THERE'S NO USE 

TWO OF US KEEPBJG A\·lAKE ALL NIGHT,, YOU'RE GOING TO \·/ATCH AND MOT SLEEP) 

l THINK I'LL GOTO SLEEP," liE SAID) "I HAD A GOOD NIGHT'S REST," GUARD 

YOUR HEART AND fHNDJ AS THEY REST HJ CHRIST JESUS, ,HE WHO G~ARDS ISRL\ELJ 



• :JOES NOT SLUMBER OR SLEEP I I lff' s AvJAKE., HE KNOvlS YOU~ NEEDJ Arm HE' s GOT 

THE ANSHER TO EVER'{ NEE:lJ BECAUSE HI HIMJ V./E LIVE AND MOVE AND HAVE OUR 

BEING, I AMENJ AMEN AND AMEN, I I I ~~LLELUJAH, I WELLJ PRAISE THE LORD IN THIS 

PLACE I I WILL YOU '; AME NJ AMEN I I \-~ELLJ Pr.A I SE HIM IN TH Is PLACE. I GLORY 

BE TO GOD I I I 

.. 
YOU KNOWJ r rVE PREACHED LONG Et!OUG!-1, , I WANT TO SI NG 'BLESSED 

ASSURAiJCEJ JESUS IS MINE, 0 \/✓HAT A FORTASTE OF GLORY DEVI Ne-,, SOMEBODY 

F HJD ME A HYl1NBOOKJ FIND THE NUMBER AND BR I NG IT TO MEJ PLEASE, , BLESSED 

ASSURANCE, I I WILL YOU DO rT FOR ME? SOMEBODY, QUICK, WHERE'S ALL MY 

PASTORS) DON? GET Tl~ BOOK1 RIGHT THERE,, FIND IT FOR ~E., BLESSED 

ASSURANCE, I YOU GOTTA LOOK UNDER 'B' I I LAUGHTER, I VE!1Y GOOD, ALRIGHT) 

SHALL i·IE STAND1 TOGETHER, EVERYBODY, , AMEN, I WANT YOJ TO SI NG THAT WI TH 

ME I I I 

YOU K~lOW, YOU COULD SI NG, 'NOBODY KNOWS THE TROUBLE I SEEN' GLO.RY, 

GLORY, t~LLELUJAH,,, OR YOU CAN SING, 'BLESSED ASSURANCE', NOW, WE'RE GO­

ING TO SING EVERY VERSE HERE, TIL IT TAKES,, NOW, WHAT I'VE GOT, IN EVERY 

SEAT IS AN ELECTRONIC MO~HTOR, I' VE GOT A SCREEfl, RIGHT HERE, AND IT SHOWS 

WHEN IT TAKES OR IT DOESN'T TAKE,, SO I'M GOING TO START POINTING OUT,, 

THE \'/ORD DOESf{'T TAl(E, YOU'VE GOT TO LEAVE HERE TODAY, WITH ASS;.JP./\f·JCE,, 




