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Ask yourself this question: “Is anything causing me to forget God?” This is
a good way to discover things that have become substitutes for God. Think
about prosperity or success. Pride in the heart exalts sclf and claims credit for
wealth. Jesus said, ““Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions™” (Luke 12:15,
NIV). Material things are not the only substitutes we turn to in place of God.
Look over the following three lists for some other possible substitutes: '

SUBSTITUTES FOR GOD’S PRESENCE

¢ We may place our trust in methods, programs, or people to accomplish
spiritual growth and church growth rather than trusting Him.

¢ We may substitute emotional hype, pageantry, entertainment, or ritual
for the reality of His intimate presence in worship.

¢ We no longer have a quiet time with God in His word and in prayer.

SUBSTITUTES FOR GOD’S PURPOSES

¢ We may conduct baptism and the Lord’s Supper as tradition or ritual
when He intended them to be times of public testimony, remembrance of
Him, personal examination, and renewal of fellowship with Him.

¢ We may spend much of our time and resources on selfish pleasures and
ignore justice for the oppressed or meeting the needs of the poor.

¢ We may conduct “evangelistic” visits primarily to ask people to come to
church for an attendance goal when God wants them to come to Him for

redemption.

SUBSTITUTES FOR GOD’S WAYS

¢ We walk by sight, when God says walk by faith.

¢ We affirm self and give self first consideration, when God says deny self.

¢ We exalt self, when God says humble yoursclf.

¢ We try to save our life (hold on to what we have), when God says lose
your life (give away what you have for the Kingdom sake).

¢ We try to manipulate people to serve, when God says pray for Him to call
forth laborers.
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