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Well let’s give the Lord praise. Shall we? He’s worthy of all of our praise. Amen. He is
worthy of all of our praise tonight. I want to know, was that good worship music or was that
good worship music? Thank you very much. Well done, Kevin. Appreciate that. I just want to
say to all of you what a wonderful week it has been for me to have the opportunity to come and
share in California again. It always brings back a lot of memories that go way back because we’re
looking back at the fifties and when I beat up and down these roads about forty to fifty thousand
miles a year and wore out two automobiles for more reasons than one. Some are reasons that you
know about. I hold the record in California. I got eleven speeding tickets in one year. It’s really
hard to drive without your license. I’m saying you can read between the lines there, can you not?
I’ve slowed down somewhat in there because I just didn’t have anymore money to pay the fines.
So that will do a lot for you. But it’s really been a joy to be with you this week and I want to
thank each of you for the opportunity to share and the kind of reminisces that we shared in the
fellowship and partnership that you brought to this meeting. Now we’ve been giving praise to a
lot of people, but I think you have a great deal of appreciation and gratitude for your

administrative bishop, your state overseer. Do you not? Well let’s hear it for Dr. Lynn Stone.
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Stand up Dr. Stone. Let’s hear it. Amen. Yes. He and Mary Ruth have certainly made an
impact on the west and I know their heart for ministers and pastors and their desire to help all of
us to be more efficiently trained for the kingdom of God to do better jobs in the kingdom of God.
It’s good to be with Dr. McMahan during this week and we were blessed by his ministry today
and challenged by Grant Thesan and we were blessed by what God has done through the week.
It’s been a good week for me to just kind of lay back and be a part of this and I thank God for it.
Now I know this is the last night of the campmeeting. The last day, the great day of the feast, the
Bible talks about. And I know some of you are on G, for go and you’ve got everything ready to
roll out of here. And you’re probably wondering if he’s going to be long-winded or short winded
tonight. And some of you are praying for a short winded sermon, but some of you have moved
into your long winded positions. I’m kind of reminded of the mother who had a little boy in
church one time and he got restless and bored with the proceedings during the service and was
creating a disturbance. And people were looking and people were glancing and people were
making it known they weren’t too happy about his behavior. So she tried to get him quieted
down by looking at things around the sanctuary. And this was a historical liturgical church, so
she pointed out the stain glassed windows and pointed out the hanging chandeliers and pointed
out the pipes to the pipe organ on the place of the chancel. And he looked up there and spied
three flags. He said, mother what are those three flags for? Well, she said, son that flag on the
left, said, that’s the Christian flag. That flag in the center, that’s the American flag. And that flag
on the right is in honor of the boys who died in the service. He said, in which service did they
die? The morning or the evening service? Now hopefully we’ll have no deaths here this evening

and you can feel free to keep everybody awake that you can think about. And tonight we’re
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challenged more so than any church in modern history. In fact, in all of church history since the
beginning of time since Pentecost, we have the greatest challenge and the greatest responsibility
that any church has ever had. Namely because we believe that Jesus is coming soon. Do we not?
And we are challenged in this nation more so than any church has ever been challenged in this
nation because the fastest growing religion in America is Islam. Mormonism doubles every fifteen
years. And we are doing our best in evangelical circles and Pentecostal circles just to survive.
That means that we’ve got to take a hard look at who we are and where we’re going and what
we’re doing. Somebody say, amen. And we come together like this and it’s a great wonderful
time for us to be lifted up in praise and worship and that’s very, very necessary in this day that we
can have the kind of strength we need to face what we have to face each day head on with the
power of God in our lives. But we have to learn that we are a covenant people. And that we’re
not in this by ourselves and being a covenant people, I think it’s important for us to take a look
tonight at the fact at being a covenant church in contemporary times. A covenant church in
contemporary times. In Matthew chapter sixteen verses eighteen and nineteen is where we’ll find
our text for the evening, a very familiar text that you have heard many times, and that you’ve
heard preached about many times, but is really the heart of what God is calling us to do. Matthew
chapter sixteen verses eighteen and nineteen. Where Jesus Christ says to his disciples at the foot
in Caesarea Philippi at the foot of Mt. Herman, he says to them, upon this rock, I will build my
church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give to you the keys to the
kingdom of heaven and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Shall we pray? Father, I thank you for your spirit that

hovers in this place tonight. I thank you for the fact that we have been raised up by your Holy
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Spirit to sit in heavenly places with you. Now I pray that you would help us to focus so that
when the time comes for us to truly be the church and leave this place, that we’ll be the church in
a greater measure than ever before. I pray tonight that every pastor would be enriched and
inspired and every lay person that is here tonight would be brought into a new knowledge of who
you are by your grace which is always sufficient. So may your anointing rest upon the words that
are spoken that they would be the words that you would have spoken and I ask it and pray it in
Jesus’ name and for his sake and amen. Perhaps, the most important question that we would ask
tonight is, what is God doing in the world today? If I were to ask each of you individually, I
would probably get a variety of different answers. But I think most of us would agree that what
God is doing in the world today is confirming the covenant that he has made with his people.

God made a covenant with Abraham and God made a covenant with Israel and God made a
covenant with the spiritual church which is spiritual Israel that we are a part of today. When we
use this word covenant, we know that, that is really what the Bible is. We use the term in the Old
Testament and it is really the old covenant. And we use the term New Testament and it is really
the new covenant. And whatever happened in the old covenant was a shadow and fore bearer to
bring us into all that Christ is in the world today in the new covenant. So what is God doing in
the world today? He’s confirming the covenant that he has made with his people. He’s
confirming the covenant that he made with Eve and he’s crushing the head of that old serpent
called Satan. He’s confirming the covenant that he made with Noah and he’s keeping the rainbow
in the sky. He’s confirming the covenant that he made with Abraham and he’s restoring his
people, Israel. He’s confirming the covenant that he made with Moses and he’s keeping all of his

precious promises. He’s confirming the covenant that he made with David and he’s establishing
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the new humanity of Christ. In chapter five, we are the bride of Christ. But in chapter six, we are
the army of Christ. And what makes us different than any church in modern history is the fact
that we are being raised up as a mighty army and God is mobilizing us to go into the territory of
Satan, to tear down the gates of hell, and bring back into his kingdom those things that Satan has
tried to steal because he that is in us is greater than he that is in the world. Well give him praise
and give him glory for he is worthy of all of our praise and glory. And this is what Jesus had in
mind when he sat down that day with his disciples and he asked them a very important question.
He said, whom do men say that I the son of man am? And they gave him all of the stock answers.
They said, well some people say that you’re John the Baptist. Some people say that you’re Elijah.
Some say, you’re Jeremiah. Some say that you’re one of the prophets. But then I think he
looked right straight in the eyes of Simon Peter. I like Simon Peter. I can identify with Simon
Peter. He was always sticking his foot in his mouth. He was always saying the wrong thing at the
wrong time. But I think Jesus Christ had a special feeling for Simon Peter because he was so
open. He was so transparent. He didn’t play any games. Now I know that sometimes the apostle
Paul gets higher billing than the apostle Peter, but when you read the New Testament, there’s
more said about the apostle Peter than there is the apostle Paul. And I think Christ looked at him
and intimated but, who do you say that I am, Simon Peter? And he said, I know who you are.
You are the son of the living God. You are the Christ, the son of the living God. And I think that
Christ must have looked at him and said, but Peter you’re not that smart. You just don’t have
that high of IQ. You’re just not able to come up with that answer. Flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but you’ve gotten that revelation from my heavenly father and you are

petras, a piece of the rock. And upon the Petra, the whole rock, I’'m going to build a church and
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it’s going to be a church that the gates of hell cannot prevail against. Now give him praise and
give him glory. Hallelujah be to God. Amen and amen. So then he started the covenant church.
That’s where the church had its inception. Now it had its inauguration on the day of Pentecost.
But it had its beginning right there at the foot of Mt. Herman at Caesarea Philippi probably in a
little eucalyptus grove. I’ve been to Israel some twenty eight times. We’ve taken close to three
thousand people to Israel ever since the early seventies. And I’ve watched Israel develop and
seen God prophetically bring it to pass. On numerous occasions, I have been in what could have
been the spot or what could have been the place. I remember preaching there on one occasion
and we were talking to the group that we had. We had about seventy five or eight people there
and I was talking about this very Scripture and I noticed a man who had a long beard came over
and got in the group. And he listened to the message and then he left and disappeared. We went
to lunch at the cafeteria at that particular site and a man came over to me and said, do you know
something miraculous just happened. Said, I’ve got a man with me on my group whose wife is a
Christian, but he has been an agnostic and for some reason, he just wandered over and listened to
what you had to say today and God got a hold of his heart and I just led him to Jesus Christ right
back here under a tree. Because we know that God is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
we ask or even think. Do you believe that? Well give him praise and give him glory. Hallelujah.
Hallelujah. That is the inception of the church at that time. So what is he talking about if we’re
going to be a covenant church? A covenant is a partnership. A covenant is an agreement. A
covenant is a contract and when we come together, we are coming to him in agreement, in
partnership and in contract. It’s a mutual sense of obligation. It’s a mutual responsibility. It’s a

sense of mutuality. And first of all, Christ says, if you’re going to be a covenant church, you have
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that we believe in hope as Abraham believed in hope. Romans chapter eight verse twenty four
tells us that we are saved by hope. And Romans chapter fifteen verse four, it says, through the
confidence in the Scriptures, we have hope. In First Peter three and fifteen, it says, we’re to give
witness to the fact of the hope that is within us, with meekness and in fear. In First John three and
three, we are purified by hope. That’s why Hebrews eleven and one says that faith is the
assurance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen. In verse six, it says, without
faith it is impossible to please God. And he that comes to God must believe that he is. When we
believe that he is, then he is the rewarder of those who diligently seek him. In Romans fourteen
twenty three, it says, whatsoever is not of faith, it is sin. In Galatians five and six, it says in Christ
it’s not circumcision or uncircumcision that means anything. The only thing that counts is
expressing love through faith. And we express that faith in love. In First John five and four, it
says, whatsoever is born of God overcomes the world and this is the victory that overcomes the
world even our faith. Amen, amen and amen. Well give God praise and give him glory in this
place. Hallelujah be to God. And we start with this function of faith. Upon this rock. I want
everybody to say those three words with me please. Even our faith. Say it together. Even our
faith. One more time. Even our faith. Now you know faith works in a lot of ways. And when
we come together as a body of believers and we have faith and we have hope and we have love
that distinguishes us from any other group that is meeting in the world. A church that does not
have faith, does not have hope, does not have love, is a church where God really can’t do his
fullest. But when we come together in faith and hope and love, then God begins to work in
marvelous ways. When we begin to see that, then we understand that we are a covenant people

that function in faith. Speaking of Israel, one year several years ago. Now I guess it’s been about
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eight or ten years ago. We took one of our choirs to Israel to sing on Christmas Eve at
Bethlehem Square on Christmas Eve and the great service that they have there. So we had about
two hundred and sixty five members of the choir and some other folks went with us. There were
about three hundred and ten people. We had a lady that went along that was a Catholic in
background. She was dying with the cancer. They had only given her about six months to live.
But she felt as though she had come into our church, she had been filled with the Holy Spirit and
she had found the Lord real in her life. And she thought if T could just get to that Christmas Eve
service at the church of the nativity in Bethlehem. IfI could get to that Catholic service
somehow, God would heal me. She said, do you think that you could work it out that I could get
into that service? Because you only get in there by ticket only. So we went to Bethlehem Square
with our choir. We sang that night. There were about two thousand people gathered in the
square. And the Lord seemed to honor what our singing was. And then they had the service in
the church. And there were three churches there that were having simultaneous church, the
Greek orthodox, the Catholic and then there’s a Protestant church nearby where they were having
these services going on. Many of them internationally televised. But they were so crowded, she
couldn’t get anywhere near. And she was so disappointed. She had a nurse with her looking after
her because this was probably going to be her last trip unless something miraculous happened.

But the next day after Christmas, we visited the garden tomb. Now if you’ve never been to Israel,
then you may not understand what I’m talking about. But if you’ve been there, there’s the
Garden Tomb with a tomb that was just like a tomb in which Christ was buried and then
resurrected from the dead. We don’t know if it was the same tomb or not, but we do know it was

a tomb just like that. And when you look at it geographically and demographically, it could very

-10-



well have been that very tomb. But it’s a beautiful place. We were having a service and we were
having communion. Where we were sitting, you could ook down and see that open tomb. That
is a wonderful experience. My father, who was a minister for many, many years, who only started
sixty seven churches during his lifetime, we took him to the Garden tomb. I couldn’t get him out
of the tomb. He would just go back and forth and back and forth. We all got on the bus and I
couldn’t find my dad. I asked my mother, I said, where is Dad? She said, I don’t know. I went
back and he was still in the tomb. It had made such an impression on him. So we were having
communion and while we were serving communion, all of a sudden, I heard a commotion in the
back of the group. And a voice that kept getting louder and louder and louder. And all of a
sudden, I recognized what was being said and this woman stood up with both hands in the air and
said, I am healed. I am healed. I am healed. I am healed. Well we all rejoiced with her. But you
know doubting Thomas here. I was really concerned, maybe she got caught up in the excitement.
Maybe she got caught up in the enthusiasm. Maybe she got caught up in the setting and I’d hate
for her to go back to the states and find out that she wasn’t healed of this cancer and that would
be disastrous and that would be so disappointing and discouraging. I did everything in my power
to kind of dampen her feeling. So I said, now when you get back, I want you to go to the doctor
and as soon as you go to the doctor, you give me the results. Well I didn’t hear anything from her
for over a month and I thought, oh my goodness, I hope that she is not given up the ghost so to
speak. Then I got a call from her one day. She said, I just got out of the hospital. They’ve been
running tests on me for nearly ten days and they are baffled. Said, they’ve gathered around my
bed and said, we don’t understand this. There’s not a sign of cancer in your body. This must be

one of those miracles that we hear your pastor preach about on television. And that’s not the
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miracle the pastor preaches about. That’s the miracle that comes from God almighty because we
are a community of faith and by our faith we see God work. Amen, amen and amen. Well give
him praise and give him glory in this place. You see it’s that covenant of faith. Upon this rock.
But then we have to understand that not only do we function in faith, but we’ve got to focus on
the founder. Christ said, I will build my church. Now that is a fantastic statement that only he has
the authority to really make. Now when you really understand that, that gives you a whole new
understanding about the church. Now I pastored in Atlanta for thirty seven years. We had twelve
thousand members in that church. We had one church in five locations. I suppose several
thousands of times, I’ve referred to that Atlanta church as my church. I would imagine every
pastor here has referred to the church that he or she pastors as his or her church. I would imagine
all of you persons who belong to certain churches, you’ve said that’s my church. I know this
choir has said, I want you to come to my church. Well I’ve got bad news for you tonight. You
don’t have a church. Did you hear me? You don’t have a church. I don’t have a church. When
we start thinking we’ve got a church, that’s when we start making a real mess. There’s only one
founder of the church who is qualified to say, my church and that’s Jesus Christ who says, I will
build my church. Amen. Hallelujah be to God. Well praise him in this place. Praise him in this
place. That’s our problem now too many people saying, it’s my church. Now we know there’s a
lot of different delivery systems in God’s church. One delivery system is the Church of God.
Another is the Assembly of God. Another one might be the Pentecostal Holiness, Baptist,
Methodist, Presbyterian, you name it. What they may be, there all delivery systems. But we
made the delivery system. Did you hear me? We made the delivery system. When God looks at

the church, he’s only got one church. Did you hear me? When God looks at the church, he’s
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comes out of a sense that this is mine. It belongs to me. And I was in this category. I had ulcers.
I couldn’t sleep at night. I had to sit up at night to sleep. The doctor told me if you don’t get out
of this stress load that you’re in, you’re probably going to have to give up your ministry because
you can’t go this way much longer. And one Sunday moring during communion service, the
elders were passing out communion and a couple of them came up to me and said, pastor we
think we ought to pray for you knowing your condition. And I was sitting on the platform. And
so they gave me the elements and then they just took over the service and called the church to
prayer. And that church began to pray and those elders anointed me with oil and laid their hands
on me. They didn’t have any ordination certificate. They didn’t have any exhorter’s certificate.
They didn’t have any license certificate. They had never been to Bible school. Are you all
starting to get the drift here? Are you starting to get the drift here? Isn’t there something in the
book about the universal priesthood of believers? Isn’t there something in the book that each one
of us has access to the throne of God? You don’t have to have a lot of props and people helping
you to get there? Isn’t there something about that? And they laid their hands on me and the Holy
Spirit struck me and the power of God went through my very being. I went back to the doctor
the next week, went through all the x-rays and found out that my ulcers were all gone. I’ve not
had a touch of that since that time since 1962 because Christ said, I will build my church and I had
to decide that it was his church and it is not my church. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. But
we’re so hung up, so hung up. We put God in our little boxes and we stack him on our little
shelves and then we wonder why nothing happens. It’s time for you to kick out the traces and
understand that the head of the church is Jesus Christ himself and it’s not Cleveland, Tennessee.

Is this alright State Overseer? He’s not getting very excited about it. Did you notice that? We
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General Overseer and we were doing those reach twenty one rallies and there were one night after
night and I was dead dog tired and I had to go Cincinnati for a rally and so I got on the plane and
I got enough frequent flyer points to ride first class and so I just prayed, God put me on this plane
and I don’t want anyone to sit by me. I’m too dead dog tired. I don’t feel like messing with
anybody. Now don’t look so pious. You have felt that way sometimes too. I sat down and got
settled in and here came a lady who set beside me. And she said, hello and I just kind of grunted.
We got taxying out and she said, now, sir, don’t feel bad if when we start up, I throw my arms
around your neck. Because I’'m scared to death on these planes. When they take off, sometimes I
just impulsively reach to get security. So please, please understand. Ithought, oh God. And she
looked at me and she said, by the way, don’t I know you? Oh yeah you’re on television. I’ve
heard you preach. I want to talk to you. I thought man, I need this like I need a hole in the head.
She said, you know, I’ve never been able to become a Christian. I hear you preaching about
being born again. I hear your choir sing. I see your people worship. It looks like it ought to be
something real good, but I’m so anxious and I’m so depressed and I have such anxieties. I don’t
know what to do. She says, why don’t you tell me about this? I hear there’s a thing called being
born again. Do you know anything about that? I said, God why did you do this to me today? So
I just decided to jump in. So I started telling her about being born again and what it would take
to be a Christian. By that time, we’re up thirty thousand feet and she’s forgotten we’ve even
gone in the air. And we’re going along and all of a sudden, big tears seem to stream down her
face. And she says, how do I do this? I said, well we got to pray. She said, well let’s pray. So I
just reached over and got her hand. I don’t know if one of the brethren had been there and saw

me holding her hand, I might have gotten kicked out of the church. I don’t know. I led her in the
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sinner’s prayer and the Holy Spirit came into her life. And she said, you know. I’ve never felt
this way before. This is like a big load has been lifted off my back. Said, this must be what is
being born again. I said, yes, now you’ve got to get to church. I’m no longer there, but I’ll get in
touch with somebody who will get in touch with you. About six months later, I went there to
preach and I looked on the front row of the choir and there that lady stood singing the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Because, because we have a formula. Whatever we speak is going to bind or loose
and the people who receive it are loosed. The people that reject it are bound and God gives us
the word of life and it’s our job to make that word of life come alive in the hearts of people.
Amen, amen and amen. Well give him praise and give him glory. Well hallelujah be to God.
Hallelujah be to God. That’s the power of the word. 1972, I was commissioned by the Air Force
to go into the Pacific into Vietnam to visit all of the air force bases as a consultant for two
reasons. The war was winding down in Vietnam at that time and they were getting prepared to
bring home the POW’s and they had all the hospital ships and planes ready. They had readied
them in Clarks air force base in the Phillipines. My responsibility was to go over with the
psychiatrist and chaplains on each board, on each base, the bad news folders. People coming
home. Wives had died. Children had died. Wives had divorced them. All kinds of problems. To
help them prepare to come back into society. You know what a problem that has been for the
Vietnam war. The second thing was we had a lot of drug problems on our bases oversea in the
middle east and in the far east and in southeast Asia. And so my job, I had just finished the PhD,
was recommended to go and when you just finish that, you have everything on the end of your
brain. It doesn’t last long, but it’s there for a little while and so that was my responsibility. I slept

about four hours a night and was talking to people all day long and preached in the chapels every
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put together a Bible. We didn’t have a Bible. So we made our own Bible. Every Scripture we
could remember, we put it together and later we learned that a lot of things we said were not
Scriptures, but they really sounded good. So we had our own Bible. And we memorized that
Bible. We would exercise and walk around and we would quote those Scriptures, he said, when
we would go in then to be tortured or interrogated or go through what we had to go through
with. He said, those words would come alive in our hearts. He said, we called it the POW Bible.
I said, you mean the prisoner of war Bible. He said, no. The power of the word Bible and that
word saw us through. Hallelujah be to God. Give him praise and give him glory in this place.
Give him praise and give him glory in this place. Now as every head is bowed and every eye is
closed, please. Tonight is our last night together. And I have the feeling in my heart that there
are some of you today that this week should have been a liberating week for you. And my goal
for you tonight was for you pastors to walk out of here recognizing that your responsibility is not
to build your church, but to build his church. And that was life changing for me. It took an ulcer
for me to figure that out. And I’d like you to lay the burden of the church down. It’s not your
church to start with. It’s the people’s church who pay the bills. You’re just the shepherd. You
see shepherds don’t give birth to sheep. Sheep give birth to sheep. Sheep give birth to sheep. So
that means that we’ve got start getting our sheep to give birth to sheep. When the revival in
Atlanta got going so big, I just got out of the way. I got a long distance phone call one day from
Boston. One of my members was out there and said, look, I’m at the airport. He was the sales
manager for a large company and he said, I just got a man here. I’ve been witnessing to him.
He’s about ready to receive the Lord and I’m about to miss my plane and I’ve got to go. So he’s

on the phone. You lead him to the Lord. I’m going to get on the plane. And I led him to the
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Lord over the phone. He was a man of means. He started flying to Atlanta about three timesa
month and he got so enthused about it, in Boston, he found some people and started his own
Pentecostal church and he wasn’t even a preacher. Hello, are you all still out there? God is
saying, every holy spirit filled person ought to be an evangelist. Look over at your neighbor and
say, you are an evangelist. You’re an evangelist. Now, say whether you like it or not. You don’t
have any choice if you’ve got the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not given to you to just make
you act weird. It’s not been given to you just to make you feel good. It’s not been given to you
to just to speak in some language. But you shall receive power, not that you’ll receive a new
shout, not that you’ll be able to run faster, not that you’ll be able to feel better, but you’ll be able
to receive power when? After the Holy Spirit has come upon you that you might be what?
Somebody say that with me. Somebody say it again. Witness. Somebody say it again. And you
see one of the problems is that we’ve forgotten that the only way the church grows is through
duplication. We have to duplicate ourselves. And the responsibility of a pastor is to duplicate
himself as much as he can in his own church. Are you all still here? Nobody has fallen out of the
hearse? Right? When’s the last time that you witnessed to somebody? Do you ever get the ache
if nobody is getting saved? I used to get the ache. You know when the Holy Spirit was really
moving and we got a bunch of guys saved that used to hit the happy hour every day. You know
what the happy hour is? How many of you know what the happy hour is? I was afraid of that.
Happy hour in a big city is after work you go into a bar. You go into a lounge and then you drink
for a couple of hours and then you weave yourself home and you go home and the dinner is cold
and you and the wife have a big fight. It’s a problem. That’s the happy hour. It’s the most

unhappy happy hour in the history of the world. We had guys that used to do that every day.
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