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Thank you. Well let’s give the Lord praise. He’s worthy of all of our praise. Let the
people of the Lord praise God. Amen, amen and amen. Now just before you’re seated, turn
around and shake hands with somebody and say, God loves you anyhow. He loves you anyhow.
And then you may be seated.

What a joy it is to be with you here this morning, to worship the Lord with you in spirit
and in truth. Carmelita and I have looked forward to the time that we could come and be with
you. It’s been on the books as we say for a long time. And in many respects, this is a
homecoming. We’re getting together with people we haven’t seen in a long time, but who are
very precious and dear to us as you are precious and dear to us because we all serve the same
Lord. Do we not? And it’s in him that we live and move and have our being.

But today for me is a day of good news and bad news. The good news is that it’s
wonderful to see how the Lord is blessing your church and how he is using you not only in this
community, but in this city and around the world. And that’s good news. The good news is that
it’s a joy to be back with Bishop Mishagan and your Pastor Allen. To see them again and all the
Mishagan family and the Swilleys and the Trippletts. And we reminisce on old times together.
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Lord would be leading me to talk to you about a subject that I think is quite important, that is to
talk about the covenant church in contemporary times.

Now just a couple of weeks ago, I had a little heart problem. My heart got out of rhythm.
I had to go to the hospital for a couple of days, so I had to cancel a couple of appointments. But
you know last Saturday, people were praying for me and I got a phone call and one of my
neighbors came over and prayed for me and I began to feel the strengthening, healing power of
the Lord. Anybody know what I'm talking about here? Amen.

So this will be the first time I’ve preached now in about three or four weeks and I
generally don’t go that long. Back in the days at Mt. Paran, I used to preach four times every
Sunday. And wished I were dead on Monday. So today, as we take a look at this subject, turn in
your Bibles with me to Matthew chapter sixteen, verses eighteen and nineteen. Shall we stand
together for the reading of God’s word? Shall we stand all over the building, please? Matthew
chapter sixteen verses eighteen and nineteen. Where Jesus Christ is talking to his disciples and
talking to us, and giving to us some very important information. It is so important for us today,
particularly in the challenge that God is giving to us in a church in this time. And Christ says to
the disciples and to you and to me, upon this rock, I will build my church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it. And I will give to you the keys to the kingdom of heaven and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. Shall we pray? Father, lead us by your spirit now. I thank you for this church.
I thank you for this pastor and his family, for the bishop and his family. For the bond of
fellowship that we’ve shared for all these years and the great harvest you have given to them and
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that when God talks about a church, it’s different than when we talk about a church. When God
talks about a church, it’s more than a denomination. It’s more than an institution. It’s more than
an organization. It’s more than a geographical location. It’s more than just a few people
gathering together on Sunday morning and Wednesday night. When God talks about a church,
he uses certain Greek terms. In God’s language, the church is eclesia, those that are called out of
the world into fellowship with Christ. In God’s language, the church is laos, the people of God.
In God’s language, the church is litergia, the work of the people of God. It is koinanea, the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit. It is caruso, those who go back into the world and proclaim repent
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. God’s church is made up of those who are called out of the
world into fellowship with Christ to become the people of God, to do the work of the people of
God, as the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, to go back into the world and proclaim, repent for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand and our job is to get ready for the greatest event the world will ever
know. Jesus Christ is coming back to earth again. Well let the people give praise to God.

When God talks about a church, he gives it to us in the book of Ephesians. Chapter one,
we are the body of Christ. Chapter two, we are the temple of Christ. Chapter three, we are the
revelation of Christ. Chapter four, we are the new humanity of Christ. Chapter five, we are the
bride of Christ. Chapter six, we are the army of Christ. And God raises us up to take the
territory of Satan and pull down the gates of hell. For upon this rock, he builds his church and
the gates of hell cannot prevail against it.

So then if we are a covenant church, what is a covenant church and how does a covenant
church really act? Well to really understand this, we sit down with Christ and his disciples at the
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from all the social groups that meet all over the world, we are a community of faith and we live
by faith.

When we talk about faith, it’s more than trust. Faith is more than belief. Faith is more
than just confidence. Faith is the release of every presence of God that he’s put in us because we
are created in his image and by the Holy Spirit, we do his work on earth. Amen, amen and amen.

So, when we talk about faith, Hebrews eleven and one says, faith is the assurance of
things hoped for and the confidence of things not seen. In verse six, it tells us that without faith,
it is impossible to please God. He that comes to God must believe that he is. That he is a
rewarder of those who diligently seek him. Romans fourteen and twenty three says, whatsoever
is not of faith, it is sin. Galatians five says that in Christ is not circumcision or uncircumcision
that means anything, it’s faith expressing itself in love. First John five and four says, whatsoever
is born of God overcomes the world and this is the victory that overcomes the world even our
faith. Hallelujah be to God. I want you to say those three words to me all over the building.
Even our faith. Now you can do better than that. Say it one more time. Even our faith. Now
give God praise for faith in this place today.

Well we can’t talk about faith without talking about prayer. We’re a covenant church
that functions in faith as the church functions in prayer. Faith and prayer go hand in hand. They
go together. And when we pray, we have to pray in faith. And when we have faith, we have to
pray. When we really begin to look at prayer in the eyes of God, prayer is God’s invitation for us
to share fellowship with him. First Corinthians six nineteen and twenty, do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you which you have of God. You’re not your

own. You were bought with a price. Therefore, glorify God in your body. So when we pray in



faith, we pray in fellowship with him. When we pray, God invites us to have partnership with
him. Galatians two and twenty, Paul says, I am crucified with Christ. Nevertheless I live, but yet
not I, but as Christ who lives in me. The life that I now live in the flesh, I live it by the faith of
the son of God who loved me and gave himself for me. So we partnership with him. But when
we live in prayer and we live by faith in the church functions in faith, then we represent him and
all that we are and all that we do. One of my favorite Scriptures in Second Corinthians chapter
three and verse eighteen is found in the Philips translation, but all of us who are Christians have
no veils on our faces, but we reflect like mirrors the glory of the Lord and we are transformed in
ever increasing splendor into his own image. This transfiguration comes from the Lord who is
the spirit.

And when we pray in faith, things begin to happen. When Moses prayed, the Red Sea
opened. When Joshua prayed, the sun stood still. When Daniel prayed, the lions fell asleep.
When Samson prayed, the heathen temple was destroyed. When Peter prayed, his shadow
brought healing. When Paul prayed, the Holy Spirit prevailed. When we pray, the demons flee.
When we pray, the devil is bound. When we pray, the miracles occur. And when we pray, he
that is in us is greater than he that is in the world. Well, give him praise and give him glory in
this place. Hallelujah be to God. He is worthy of our praise today. Blessed be the name of the
Lord.

So the covenant church functions in faith. Upon this rock. But the covenant church
focuses on the founder. Christ said, I will build my church. Now that is an awesome statement.
There is not anybody else who can say, I will build my church. You know we got enough
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of trouble she had. She had been left an inheritance and had been traveling all over the world

and she had lost just about all of it. She was down to just a few hundreds of dollars left. And she
was really worried about it. People had taken advantage of her. She had been to Paris and she’d
been to Rome. She’d been just partying all over the world and she had lost all her money. Now
she had to come back and she lived in Dallas and she was going to fly from L.A. and the plane
stopped in Dallas and went on to Atlanta.

So I heard all of her story and after she got through talking, I said, I can solve your
problem for you in two words and she said, what are those? I said, Jesus Christ. She said, what
are you some kind of a preacher or something? I said, yes you could say that. And I began to
share with her what Christ could do in her life. Does anybody know what I’m talking about
here? You know there are great gifts in the world, but the gift of evangelism is the greatest gift
that we have. And tears began to form in her eyes and she began to cry and I looked over there
and took her two bony hands in mine and led her in the sinner’s prayer. And the greatest miracle
in the history of the world took place. She went from death to life. She went from being lost to
being found. She went from being a sinner to a saint. Hallelujah all in the matter of time.

Well we stopped in Dallas and I gave her the name and told her to call a man who had
worked with me and had a church there in Dallas and gave her my address and phone number.
And I said, you call me and we’ll stay in touch. And I want to pray for you and I’ll keep praying
for you. And she got off the plane and I didn’t hear anything more from her for about three or
four weeks and I thought, I wonder what’s happened to that woman. One day I got a telephone
call collect. And it was from her. She said, I just thought I would bring you up to date. I gota

hold of that man that you told me about. Told him that I had met you and what had happened in
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mind. If he’s got your mind, he’s got all of that. And the battle is a thinking battle. We’ve got
to learn to think spiritually.

You see the devil imitates everything that God does. The devil sows tears among the
wheat. The devil tries to instigate us to following false doctrines. The devil tries to blind us to
the truth. The devil tries to hinder us in everything we do for God. The devil tries his best to
tempt us, to allure us, to accuse us, to afflict us. He does all of those things. But we have to
remember is that the devil is a conquered foe. He is not omnipotent. He is not omniscient. He is
not omnipresent. He is a deceiver and a liar. And the Bible is very clear. He that is in us is
greater than he that is in the world and where does he belong. The God of peace will soon crush
Satan where? Under your feet and that’s where he belongs. Amen, amen and amen.

Fight the good fight of faith. Now you’ve got to decide. We’ve got to decide how we’re
going to think. Now take a look at this. Romans one twenty eight talks about the possibility of
an reprobate mind. Romans eight and seven talks about a carnal mind. Ephesians four and
seventeen talks about a futile mind. Colossians two and eighteen talks about a puffed up mind.
Titus one fifteen talks about a defiled mind. Now you see that’s where Satan wants us to live.
And then we’re just playing games with God. We’re walking with a false faith. That’s
hypocrisy. And hypocrisy is to wear a false face. But the Bible turns around and then says, what
the Holy Spirit does, he gives us a new mind. Does he not? He gives us a new way of thought.
A new way to look at it. When you begin to look at that, Romans eight and six talks about a
spiritual mind. Romans twelve and two talks about a transformed mind. First Corinthians two
and sixteen says we can have a Christ like mind. Ephesians four and twenty three says that we

can have a renewed mind. Second Timothy one and seven says we can have a sound mind. And
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You know we in the Western world we forget that we only have four percent of the
world’s population. Hello. And we have to see that our responsibility is beyond these doors.
You know we ought to have a new category for figuring things out. That’s the number of
conversations we’ve had with unbelievers. Hello. And nobody is saying that you’ve got to get a
blimp and drop five thousand tracks on your next door neighbor’s house. You’re not going to
have button hole people on the street and say, are you going to hell? What he is saying in
binding and loosing that you have to have a conversation.

How many times have you had a conversation this past week with an unbeliever? And
did you share with them the good news of who you are and what you are in Christ? Are you all
still here? You know that’s what a church does is it fulfills the formula. All power is given to
me in heaven and earth. And then I’m giving you that power and what’s that power for? To feel
better? Good, sure. To exercise gifts? Good, sure. But all of those are given to us as enablers to
do what? Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the father, the son and the
Holy Spirit. To observe all things that I’ve commanded you. And here’s the way it gets done.
Behold, I am with you even to the end of the world and the way this world is going to be won
will not be through the pulpits of America as important as the pulpits are, not be through the
churches as important as the churches are, it’s going to have to be a market place revival when
Holy Ghost people begin to act like Holy Ghost people and share the gospel with their neighbors
and we begin to bind and we begin to loose and take the keys to the kingdom of heaven and turn
this world around. Amen, amen and amen. Look over at your neighbor and say, you are an
evangelist whether you like it or not.

During the days at Mt. Paran when I was preaching four times every Sunday and we had
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