"THE CALLING CONNECTION"
EPHESIANS 4:7-16

Wo113

God so loved the world that He gave, He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. That's the very theme of the gospel.

You know, I come to you this morning with a great deal of
enthusiasim and exzuberance over the fact that Jesus Christ is
alive. He's resurrected from the dead and it's a wonderful thing
to come together and worship and praise and Thanksgiving and
prayer and all the great things we do with the music and worship.
On the other side of the coin, I also come to you today with a
great sense of urgency, a sense of urgency about the task of the
church, the meaning of the church, the purpose of the church,
what we're called to do. Sometimes I get the feeling that in
this world that is weary, this world that is sad, this world that
discouraged, uncertain, despondent, that somehow, 1it's very
difficult for us to really communicate the message like we ought
to communicate it. And we have the responsibility, we have the
resources and we have the answer. And I think the Lord is
calling for us to release the great potentiality He's given to
us. And to do everything in our power to reach the world.
That's the calling that we have received.

You know, sometimes I get the feeling that we're playing this
beautiful piano that has 88 keys and we're only using one
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then a great potentiality.

But it's because of that that I think it's important for us to
talk about the calling connection. tion. Because what God is doing
today is calling us to release, to unleash, to set free, to
motivate, activate, actualize this great potentiality called the
power of the church.

Turn with me in your Bible's please to

EPHESIANS 4:
We'll notice sixteen verses in Ephesians. Uh, I told you the
next time I was back with you and I fowled up the schedule when I
told you that. Whatever I say, don't believe it. Look in the
buletin and get it straight. (laughter) But I thought I was to
be here next Sunday but I'm here this Sunday so we got communion
ready, I make no guarantees. (laughter) Uh, if we, what we'll
do, if we run over time, we'll let people leave that got to go
and the rest of you stay and we'll have communion. I can make
the musicians stay, particulary the ones we pay. We can get them
to stay I know. (laughter) Alright. Everybody got it,

EPHESTANS 4:
How many of you have your Bibles? Alright, we're ready for war
then. Hallelujah. Shall we pray?

Father, in your Word, you tell us, Paul, the Apostle, giving
us the understanding that as a prisoner of the Lord, he would
urge us to live a life that is worthy of the calling we have
received. May that calling come alive in our hearts. May it

come alive in our spirits. May it come alive in our minds. May








































































